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Two strategies evolved by the Brahmins to enforce Varna order  

i. Brahmins used to assert that the varna order was of divine origin.  

ii. They advised kings to ensure that the norms were followed within 

their kingdoms.  

iii. They attempted to persuade people that their status was determined by 

birth.  

iv. Any other relevant point. 

Any two points to be explained 
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The role of Abul Fazl 

i. Abul Fazl was the adviser and spokesperson for Akbar’s policies. 

ii. Abu’l Fazl shaped and articulated the ideas associated with the reign 

of Akbar.  

iii. He was the author of Akbar Nama and Ain –I-Akbari which was the 

historical and administrative project of Akbar’s Empire.  

iv. He was widely read in Arabic, Persian, Greek philosophy and Sufism.   

v. He was a forceful debater and independent thinker who consistently 

opposed the views of the conservative ulama.  

vi. Any other relevant point. 

Any two points to be analyzed. 
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The outcomes of the Cabinet Mission Plan 

i. The Cabinet Mission recommended a loose three-tier confederation.  

ii. It was to have a weak central government controlling only foreign 

affairs, defence and communications. 

iii. Provincial assemblies being grouped into three sections while electing 

the constituent assembly: Section A for the Hindu- majority provinces, 

and Sections B and C for the Muslim-majority provinces of the north-

west and the north-east (including Assam) respectively.  

iv. Regions were given the power to set up intermediate-level executives 

and legislatures of their own.  

v. Initially all the major parties accepted this plan.  

vi. The agreement was short-lived because of mutual opposition.  

vii. The League wanted the grouping to be compulsory, with Sections B 

and C developing into strong entities with the right to secede from the 

Union in the future.  

viii. The Congress wanted that provinces be given the right to join a group.  

ix. Provinces were given the right to opt out after the constitution had 

been finalized and new elections held in accordance with it.  

x. Neither the League nor the Congress agreed to the Cabinet Mission’s 

proposal.  

To be assessed as a whole. 

                                                  OR   

Outcomes of the Provincial Elections 1946  

i. The Congress swept the general constituencies, capturing 91.3 per 

cent of the non-Muslim vote.  

ii. The Muslim  League got  success in the seats reserved for Muslims  

iii. The League established itself as the dominant party among Muslim 

voters.  

iv. The franchise was extremely limited.  

v. About 10 to 12 per cent of the population enjoyed the right to vote. 

Any two points to be explained. 
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Problems faced by the archaeologists to reconstruct religious practices of 

Harappans  

Examination of unusual and unfamiliar objects 

i. Mother goddesses - terracotta figurines of women, heavily jewelled, 

some with elaborate head-dresses. 

ii. Priest King - Rare stone statuary of men in an almost standardized 

posture, seated with one hand on the knee 

iii. Structures of ritual significance - the Great Bath and fire altars found 

at Kalibangan and Lothal.  

Examination of seals 

iv. Plant motifs, are thought to indicate nature worship.  

v. Animals worship – such as the one-horned animal, often called the 

“unicorn” – depicted on seals seem to be mythical, composite 

creatures.  

vi. Proto-Shiva- a figure shown seated cross-legged in a “yogic” posture, 

sometimes surrounded by animals, has been regarded as a depiction of 

“proto-Shiva (Rudra) 

vii. Lingas - conical stone objects have been classified as lingas.  

               Any four points to be analyzed 
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Reason for the Town Planning in Bengal 

i. Defence - The East India Company decided to build a new fort, one 

that could not be easily attacked. 

ii. Concerned about the unhealthy conditions India – the crowding, the 

excessive vegetation, the dirty tanks,  smells and poor drainage.  

iii. Diseases- poisonous gases from marshlands and pools of stagnant 

water were the cause of most diseases (cholera and plague).  

iv. The tropical climate itself was seen as unhealthy and enervating. 

v. Any other relevant points. 

 

Any two to be explained. 
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Steps to clean Calcutta 

i. Many bazaars, ghats, burial grounds, and tanneries were cleared or 

removed.  

ii. The Lottery Committee by Wellesley - funds for town improvement 

were raised through public lotteries.  

iii. The  Committee commissioned a new map of the city for getting a 

comprehensive picture of Calcutta.  

iv. Road building and clearing the river bank of “encroachments”.  

v. The committee removed many huts and displaced the labouring poor, 

who were now pushed to the outskirts of Calcutta.  

vi. Demolitions of huts and busties. 

vii. Reinforcement of black town and white town by the new divide of 

healthy and unhealthy. 

          Any two to be explained. 

  

      6 

Iba Battuta’s description of Indian system of communication 

i. The state took special measures to encourage trade.  

ii. Almost all trade routes were well supplied with inns and guest houses.  

iii. The postal system which allowed merchants to send information and 

remit credit across long distances, and dispatch goods at short notice.  

iv. The postal system was of two kinds. The horse- post, called uluq, was 

run by royal horses stationed at a distance of every four miles. The 

foot-post had three stations per mile and was called dawa that was 

one-third of a mile. 

v. The foot-post was quicker than the horse-post. 

vi. Any other relevant point. 

   Any four points to be explained 

                                                               OR 
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Al-Biruni’s description of the caste system  

i. The social divisions were not unique to India.  

ii. According to Hindus the highest caste were the Brahmanas, and 

were created from the head of Brahman and considered as the very 

best of mankind.  

iii. The next caste were the Kshatriya, were created from the 

shoulders and hands of Brahman.  

iv. After them, the Vaishya were created from the thigh of Brahman.  

v. The Shudra were created from his feet. 

vi. The conception of caste system according to him was contrary to 

the laws of nature.  

vii. The caste system was deeply influenced by his study of normative 

sanskrit texts laid down by the Brahmanas.  

viii. He considered the notion of caste system as social pollution. 

ix. Any other relevant point. 

  Any four points to be explained  
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Water resources of Vijayanagara was well developed 

i. River Tungabhadra - The surrounding landscape is characterized by a 

number of streams flow down to the river from these rocky outcrops.  

ii. Embankments - Embankments were built along the streams to create 

reservoirs of varying sizes to store rainwater and conduct it to the city.  

iii. Kamalapuram Tank-  Water from this tank not only irrigated fields 

nearby but was also conducted through a channel to the “royal centre”.  

iv. Hiriya Canal-  This canal drew water from a dam across the 

Tungabhadra and irrigated the cultivated valley that separated the 

“sacred centre” from the “urban core”.  

v. Any other relevant point. 

vi. Any four points to be explained 
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 Indian art, literature and imageries have helped in keeping alive the 

memory of 1857.  

i. The leaders of the revolt were presented as heroic figures leading the 

country into battle, rousing the people to righteous indignation against 

oppressive imperial rule.  

ii. Heroic poems were written about the valour of Rani of Jhansi with a 

sword in one hand and the reins of her horse in the other, fought for 

the freedom of her motherland.  

iii. Rani of Jhansi was represented as a masculine figure chasing the 

enemy, slaying British soldiers and valiantly fighting till her last.  

iv. Children in many parts of India grow up reading the lines of Subhadra 

Kumari Chauhan: “Khoob lari mardani woh to Jhansi wali rani thi”  

v. In popular prints Rani Lakshmi Bai is portrayed in battle armour, with 

a sword in hand and riding a horse – a symbol of the determination to 

resist injustice and alien rule.  

vi. Nationalist imageries of the revolt helped shape the nationalist 

imagination.  

vii. Any other relevant point. 

                 Any four points to be analyzed 

                                                         OR 

In Awadh, the revolt became an expression of popular resistance to an 

alien order from the perspectives of taluqdars and peasants 

i. The annexation of Awadh dispossessed the taluqdars of the region.  

ii. The British took up their land, power, army and forts. 

iii. The Summary Settlement proceeded to remove the taluqdars. 

iv. After annexation they resisted and joined Begum Hazrat Mahal in 

Lucknow to fight the British; some even remained with her in defeat. 

v. Revenue demands were increased on peasants. 

vi. Their lands were over assessed. 

vii. Inflexible methods of revenue collection troubled them. 
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viii. Corp failure became the issue of their hardship. 

ix. The grievances of the peasants were carried over into the sepoy lines 

and issues of racial discrimination became crucial. 

x. Any other relevant point. 

                       Any four points to be analyzed. 

  

     9 

 

Magadha became most powerful Janpada  

i. Magadha was a region where agriculture was especially productive. 

ii. Iron mines were accessible and provided resources for tools and 

weapons. 

iii. Elephants, an important component of the army, were found in forests 

in the region. 

iv. The Ganga and its tributaries provided a means of cheap and 

convenient communication. 

v. Magadha attributed its power to the policies of individual rulers. 

vi. Ruthless ambitious kings like Bimbisara, Ajatasattu and Mahapadma 

Nanda, and their ministers helped implement their policies.  

vii. Any other relevant point. 

                    Any four points to be explained. 
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Non- Cooperation Movement unleashed a surge of popular action that 

was altogether unprecedented in colonial India 

(i) Gandhiji led the people to protest against the Rowlatt Act and the 

Jallianwala Bagh massacre. 

(ii) He took up   the Khilafat issue in the Non –Cooperation Movement 

and demanded Swaraj. 

(iii) He also promoted the concept of self rule and popularised Satyagraha. 

(iv)  Non-Cooperation-a much wider and popular Movement in terms of 
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participation from all sections, widespread over India, participation by 

both Hindus and Muslims-Khilafat & Non Cooperation, a united 

challenge to British imperialism like never before under his leadership. 

(v)  He popularzed Ahimsa  and gave emphasis on Swadeshi & Boycott 

(vi) Students stopped going to schools and colleges run by the 

government. 

(vii) Lawyers refused to attend court. 

(viii) The working class went on strike in many towns and cities. 

(ix) Hill tribal in northern Andhra violated the forest laws. 

(x) Farmers in Awadh did not pay taxes. 

(xi) Peasants in Kumaon refused to carry loads for colonial   officials. 

(xii) He emphasized decentralization through charkha. 

(xiii)  Emergence of Gandhian Nationalism. 

(xiv)  His language, dressing style and simplicity helped him connect with 

the masses. 

(xv) Stressed on Hindu Muslim unity, eradication of untouchability, 

revival of    indigenous industries through the symbol of charkha and 

elevation of the status of women. 

(xvi) The simple practice of Swadeshi and boycott appealed to the people. 

(xvii) Empathised and identified with the common people in dress and 

lifestyle. 

(xviii) He carefully reorganized the Congress by setting up new   branches 

in different   parts of the country and Praja Mandals in the Princely States. 

(xix) A group of highly talented Indians attached themselves to Gandhiji-
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Mahadev Desai,   Vallabh Bhai Patel, J. B. Kriplani, Jawaharlal Nehru 

and C. Rajgopalachari. All from different regions and religious traditions. 

(xx)  Any other relevant point 

       To be assessed as a whole 

                                                  OR 

Gandhiji’s activities during 1927-1931 in India  

i. Gandhiji worked on social reforms for several years after the Non- 

Cooperation Movement. 

ii.  In 1928, Gandhiji opposed all White Simon Commission enquiring 

about condition of India. 

iii. Gandhiji issued precise instructions for Lahore Session 1929 in which  

the demand of Purna Swaraj was proclaimed and 26
th

 January 1930 

independence day was observed the hoisting of national flag. 

iv. He did constructive work like reunion Hindus and Muslims, service of 

untouchables, etc. 

v. He protested against the law salt monopoly of state and decided to 

launch salt satyagraha. 

vi. In 1930 he began to march from Sabarmati towards the ocean. 

vii. Other parallel marches were also started and people joined the march 

and satyagraha. 

viii. He appealed to Hindus Muslims Parsis and Sikhs to unite. 

ix. He encouraged Indians of all classes to join the struggle against 

colonial rule. 

x. Due to his campaign peasants breached the colonial forest laws. 

xi. Factory workers went on strike. 

xii. Lawyers boycotted courts. 

xiii. Students refused to attend British run schools. 

xiv. Local officials renounced govt. employment and join the freedom 

struggle. 

xv. Gandhiji gave many speeches for swaraj and against the colonial laws. 
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xvi. Many volunteers joined the satyagraha . 

xvii. Villagers, many castes people men, women joined the nationalist 

struggle for the cause. 

xviii. Salt march became significant and notable. 

xix. In 1931 Gandhiji signed agreement with Lord Irwin as ‘Gandhi- Irwin 

pact’ in which he decided to call off civil disobedience and all 

prisoners were to be released. 

xx. The pact was criticized by radical nationalist. 

xxi. In 1931 he participated in the conference as representative of Congress 

but   conference was inconclusive. 

xxii. He resumed Civil Disobedience Movement . 

xxiii. Any other relevant point  

To be assessed a whole  

11 

 

      

 

Relationship between Alvaars and Nayanars with the state and society 

 

i. The Alvars were the devotees of Vishnu and Nayanars were devotees 

of Shiva.   

ii. They travelled from place to place singing hymns in Tamil in praise of 

their Gods. 

iii. Chiefdoms in the Tamil region supported them including Pallavas and 

Pandyas 

iv. Most magnificent Shiva temples, including those at Chidambaram, 

Thanjavur and Gangaikondacholapuram, were constructed under the 

patronage of Chola rulers.  

v. Spectacular representations of Shiva in bronze sculpture were 

produced.  

vi. The Vellala peasants revered both Nayanars and Alvars.  

vii. Rulers tried to win the support of devotees.  

viii. The Chola kings attempted to claim divine support and proclaim their 

own power and status by buildings. 

ix. Kings also introduced the singing of Tamil Shaiva hymns in the 
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temples under royal patronage and took the initiative to collect and 

organise them into a text (Tevaram).  

x. The Chola ruler had consecrated metal images of Appar, Sambandar 

and Sundarar in a Shiva temple.  

xi. Any other relevant point. 

    Attitudes towards caste of Alvars and Nayanars 

i. The Alvars and Nayanars initiated a movement of protest against the 

caste system and the dominance of Brahmanas. 

ii. They attempted to reform the system.  

iii. The bhaktas hailed from diverse social backgrounds ranging from 

Brahmanas to artisans and cultivators and even from castes considered 

“untouchable”.  

iv. Any other relevant point. 

 

                       To be assessed as a whole 

                                                                     

                                                                 OR 

 

   Growth of Sufism in India from eleventh century AD 

i. The sufis laid emphasis on seeking salvation through intense devotion 

and love for God. 

ii. Sufi turned to asceticism and mysticism to protest against materialism 

iii. They sought an interpretation of the Qur’an on the basis of their 

personal experience.  

iv. They were critical of the definitions and scholastic methods of 

interpreting the Qur’an adopted by theologians.  

v. By the eleventh century Sufism evolved into a well- developed 

movement with a body of literature on Quranic studies and sufi 

practices.  

vi. The sufis began to organize communities around the hospice or 

khanqah controlled by a teaching master known as sheikh, pir or 
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murshid.  

vii. One of the groups of Sufis, the Chishtis migrated to India in the late 

twelfth century were the most influential. 

viii. The prominent sufi teachers were Sheikh Moin-udd-in Sijzi, Sheikh 

Nizamuddin Auliya etc. 

ix. The sufi silsila was a kind of chain or link between master and disciple 

for seeking spiritual power and blessings.  

x. Special rituals of initiation were developed like wearing patched 

cloths, shaving their head, open kitchen run on charity. 

xi. The practice of Qawwali and Zikir. 

xii. Pilgrimage or ziyarat, particularly on death anniversary of shaikh or 

urs to tomb-shrine became the actions of devotion for his followers.  

xiii. People sought their blessings to attain material and spiritual benefits. 

Thus evolved the cult of the sheikh revered as wali.  

xiv. Any other relevant point. 

                           To be assessed as a whole. 
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 Zamindars regularly failed to pay the revenue demand after the  

Permanent settlement  

i. The initial demands of revenue were very high.  

ii. This high demand was imposed in the 1790s, a time when the prices 

of agricultural produce were depressed, making it difficult for the 

ryots to pay their dues to the zamindar.  

iii. The revenue was invariable, regardless of the harvest and had to be 

paid punctually.  

iv. According to the Sunset Law, if payment did not come in by sunset of 

the specified date, the zamindari was liable to be auctioned.  

v. The Permanent Settlement initially limited the power of the zamindar 

to collect rent from the ryot and manage his zamindari.  

vi. The Company wanted to control and regulate Zamindars, subdue their 

authority and restrict their autonomy.  

vii. The zamindars’ troops were disbanded, customs duties abolished, and 

their “cutcheries” (courts) brought under the supervision of a 

Collector appointed by the Company.  

viii. Zamindars lost their power to organise local justice and the local 
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police.  

ix. Over time the collectorate emerged as an alternative centre of 

authority, severely restricting what the zamindar could do.  

x. Rent collection was a perennial problem. Sometimes bad harvests and 

low prices made payment of dues difficult for the ryots.  

xi. At other times ryots deliberately delayed payment.  

xii. Rich ryots and village headmen – jotedars and mandals– were only 

too happy to see the zamindar in trouble.  

xiii. Any other relevant points. 

 

To be assessed as a whole 

 

                                      OR 

The Sources of livelihood of Paharias of Rajmahal hills 

i. They were hunters, shifting cultivators, food gatherers, charcoal 

producers, and silk worm rearers.  

ii. They lived in hutments within tamarind groves, and rested in the shade 

of mango trees.  

iii. They considered the entire region as their land, the basis of their identity 

as well as survival.  

iv. They regularly raided the plains for their survival  

v. Traders gave a small amount to the hill folk for permission to use the 

passes controlled by Paharias.  

vi. Any other relevant point. 

Response to the coming of Santhals 

 

i. British invited Santhals to control Paharias by giving Santhals Damin-

e-Koh 

ii. Paharias resited but were forced to withdraw deeper into the hills. 

iii. Paharias were confined to the dry interiors and barren lands. 

iv. Fertile soil became inaccessible to Paharias, so they could not sustain 

cultivation. 

v. The battle between the hoe and the plough  (Paharias and Santhals) 

was a long one 

vi. Any other relevant points. 

                 To be assessed as a whole 
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13 

                                       Buddhism in practice  

13.1 How did Buddha give importance to conduct and values?     3 m 

i. Through righteous action. 

ii. By maintain harmonious relationship between masters and 

servants. 

iii. By taking care of sick. 

iv. By sharing food with all. 

v. By giving emphasis on fellow feeling. 

vi. Any other relevant points. 

 (any three) 

13.2 How can individual effort transform social relations?             2m  

i. By being ethical and humane 

ii. By having compassionate feeling for all 

iii. When masters look after his employees with great care 

iv. Any other relevant points. 

(any two) 

13.3 Analyse the advice given by Budhha to Sigala for Samanas.    2 m 

i. Buddha advised   having affection in act and speech and mind. 

ii. By keeping open house to them. 

iii. Supplying them their worldly needs.  

(Any two) 
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14 

                                        Cash or Kind  

14.1 Examine the term ‘kankut”                                                      2m 

i. The term kan signifies grain, and kut, estimates. 

ii.  It refers the estimation of grain to be collected as revenue. 

iii. If any doubts arise, the crops should be cut and estimated. 
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14.2 Explain Khet batai as the system of revenue?                           2m  

i. Batai refers as ,reaping and staking of crops and divided by agreement 

in the presence of the parties  

ii. Khet batai refers when the Amil-Guzar divided the fields after they 

were sown  

14.3 Examine the role of Amil-Guzar                                             3m 

i. Amil- Guzars were the revenue collectors. 

ii. They collected revenue in cash and kind. 

iii. They assessed and collected revenue on many ways, such as kankut, 

bhaoli, khet-batai, lang- batai.  (Students may explain all ways.) 

15                    “There cannot be any divided loyalty”  

15.1 What are the major attributes of a loyal citizen?                   2m 

i. Govind Ballabh Pant argued that in order to become loyal citizens 

people had to stop focusing only on the community and the self. 

ii. When citizens are getting right, they need to offer loyalty also. 

iii. They have to act as equal members of one state. 

iv. They have to assimilate within the nation. 

v. Any other relevant points. 

(any two) 

15.2 What should the citizens do for the success of democracy?    2m 

i. For the success of democracy one must train him in the art of self-

discipline.  

ii. In democracies one should care less for him and more for others.  

iii. All loyalties must exclusively be centered round the State.  

iv. If in a democracy, you create rival loyalties, or you create a system in 

which any individual or group, instead of suppressing his 

extravagance, cares not for larger or other interests, then democracy is 

doomed.  

 (any two) 
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15.3 What will happen to the state or democracy if the citizens have 

divided loyalties?                                                                             3m 

i. Divided loyalties would affect political unity of a country. 

ii. Strong nation and state would be difficult to forge. 

iii. Could lead to the division state, society and nation. 

iv. Could lead to violence, riots and civil war. 

v. Any other relevant point . 

 (any three) 

                                          OR  

“I believe separate electorates will be suicidal to the minorities” 

15.1 Why did some leaders think that there should be separate 

electorates for minorities?                                                            2m                                                     

i. For representation of political system. 

ii. For their meaningful voice and the governance of the country. 

iii. To reduce differences in the political framework of the nation. 

iv. To protect them from exploitation. 

 (any three) 

15.2 Why were some nationalities against the demand of separate 

electorates?                                                                               2m 

i. To control civil war and violence. 

ii. For political unity. 

iii. To maintain peace. 

15.3 Why did Govind Ballabh Pant consider separate electorates harmful 

for the minorities?                                                                      3m 

i. According to him separate electorates would be suicidal to the 

minorities and would do them tremendous harm.  

ii. If they were isolated forever, they could never convert themselves 

into a majority and the feeling of frustration would cripple them.  

iii.  It would be extremely dangerous for them if they were segregated 
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from the rest of the community and kept aloof in an airtight 

compartment where they would have to rely on others even for the air 

they breathe. 

iv. If they were returned by separate electorates, they could never have 

any effective voice.  

              (any three) 

16 Filled in Map attached  

 

                For Visually Impaired Candidates: 

16.1 Territory under Mughal Empire  (any one) 

 Agra/ Amber /Ajmer/Goa/Panipat/Delhi/Lahore  (page- 214) 

16.2   Centre of Revolt of 1857  (any one) 

 Any one centre of Revolt – Delhi, Meerut, Calcutta, Lucknow, Kanpur, 

Jhansi, Azamgarh, Jabalpur, Avadh, Agra, Gwalior (Page 305) 

16.3     Places related to Ashokan inscriptions      (any three)  

Mathura, Kanuaj,Puhar, Bragahukachchha,Sanchi, Topra, Meerut, Kaushambi  

(page -33)   

                                               OR  

Buddhist sites                                  (any three) 

Nagarjunakonda, Sanchi, Amaravati, Lumbini, Nasik, Bharhut, Bodhgaya, 

Shravasti , Ajanta                           (page 95) 
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