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The gold coins of Gupta Rulers were better than Kushanas in the

following ways:

The gold coins of the Gupta rulers were more spectacular.

The earliest Gupta gold coins were remarkable for their purity as

compared to kushana coins.

The Gupta coins provide us more insight into their cultural and

religious beliefs.

The gold coins issued by the Kushanas were virtually identical in

weight with those issued by contemporary Roman Emperor and

Parthian rulers.
Any other relevant point.
Any two points to be explained.

Pg-44-
45

Characteristic features of the Vitthala temple of Vijayanagara are:

1) Dedicated to the principal deity Vitthala, a form of Vishnu
generally worshipped in Maharashtra.

i) Itis designed as a Chariot.

i) It had structures of immense scale like gopurams or royal
gateways that often dwarfed the towers on the central shrines and
signalled the presence of the temple from a great distance.

iv) It has mandapas or pavilions.

v) The chariot streets extended from the temple gopuram in a

straight line, paved with stone slabs and lined with pillared

P 185-
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pavilion in which merchants set up their shops.

vi) Any other relevant point.
Any two points to be explained.

OR
Features of the urban core of Vijayanagara:

1) It was fortified.

i) Archaeologists have found fine Chinese porcelain in some areas,
which suggest that these areas may have been occupied by rich
traders.

iii) Location of Tombs and mosques suggest that it had Muslim
residential quarter.

iv) The architecture of tombs and mosques resembles that of the
mandapas found in the temples of Hampi.

v) The presence of numerous shrines and small temples, point to the
prevalence of a variety of cults.

vi) The wells, rainwater tanks and temple tanks may have served as
sources of water to the ordinary town dwellers.

vii) Any other relevant point.

186

Any two points to be explained. P178-
179
Reasons for the exploitation of ryots in Maharashtra during 19™ century | P277-
are: 278
) New revenue system known as the ryotwari settlement was

introduced in the Bombay Deccan in which revenue demands were
very high.

i) When rains failed and harvests were poor, peasants found it
impossible to pay the revenue.

iii) The revenue collectors in order to please their superiors extracted
payment with utmost severity.

iv) When someone failed to pay, his crops were seized and a fine was
imposed on the whole village.

V) After 1832 the prices of agricultural products fell sharply and




Vi)

vii)

peasants’ income decreased.
A very devastating famine struck in the years 1832-34 which made
it impossible for peasants to pay the revenue.
The mounting revenue led them fall into the trap of moneylenders
which further led to more exploitation.

( Any other relevant point)

Any two points to be explained.

The significant aspects of the Bhakti tradition related with Mirabai are:

Vi.

Vii.

viii.

Xi.

Xil.

Mirabai is the best known woman poet of fifteenth- sixteenth
century, India.

She worshipped Lord Krishna as her beloved husband.

Biographics of Mira Bai have been reconstructed primarly from
the bhajans attributes to her.

Mira Bai was the Rajput princess who refused to submit to the
traditional role of wife and mother.

She left the palace and lived life of a wandering saint composing
songs.

She wrote her songs in Rajasthani and Braj Bhasha which were
translated into Hindi and Gujarati.

The devotional songs of Mira are devoted to Krishna with intense
expression of emotions.

Raidas, a leather worker, was her Guru. This indicates her defiance
of the norms of caste society.

She did not attract a sect or group of followers.

She has been recognized as a source of inspiration for centuries.

The songs of Mira Bai continue to be sung by women and men,
especially those who are poor and considered “low caste” in
Gujarat and Rajasthan.

Any other relevant point.

To be assessed as a whole.

Pg-164-
165




“The introduction of railways in 1853 meant a change in the fortune of

the towns”:

Economic activities gradually shifted away from traditional towns
to new town located near railway network.
Every railway station became a collection depot for raw materials
and a distribution point for imported goods.
City Mirzapur on the Ganges, which specialized in collection
cotton and cotton goods from the Deccan declined when a railway

link was made to Bombay.

Iv. Railway workshops and railway colonies were established.

V. Railway towns like Jamalpur, Waltair and Bareilly developed.

Vi. Interaction between the people belonging to different towns
increased.

vii.  This helped people in revolt of 1857 and later in freedom
movement in twentieth century.

viii.  Any other relevant point. Pg-323
Any four points to be explained.

Al-Biruni disapproved the notion of Indian caste system in his book | Page

Kitab-Ul-Hind: 124-

125

Although Al- Biruni’s accepted the Brahmanical description of the
caste system, he disapproves the notion of pollution in it.

Al —Biruni’s tried to explain the caste system by looking for
parallels in other societies.

He gave example of ancient Persia, where in society was divided
into four categories on the basis of their profession.

According to Al-Biruni in Indian varna system, Brahmana were
the highest caste, followed by Kshatriya’s and then Vaishya and
the Shudra.




V. He disapproved the notion of pollution in Indian caste system.

Vi. He remarked that everything which falls into a state of impurity
strives and succeeds in regaining its original condition of purity.

vii. ~ The sun cleanses the air and the salt in the sea prevents the water
from becoming polluted. If it were not so, life on earth would have
been impossible.

viii.  According to him conception of social pollution, intrinsic to the
caste system, was against the law of nature.

iX. The description of the caste system of Al-Biruni was deeply
influenced by his study of normative Sanskrit texts.

X. Any other relevant point.

To be assessed as a whole.

The sixth century BCE is often regarded as a major turning point in

early Indian history:

i) This period is associated with emergence of early states, the sixteen
Mahajanapadas like Vajji, Magadha etc.

i) Emergence of cities like Pataliputra, Rajagaha etc.

iii) There was the growing use of iron due to which agricultural tools and
weapons were produced.

iv) Agricultural tools enhanced the agricultural production.

v) Development of coinage. Punch marked coins of silver and copper.

vi) Trade also developed in new cities,

vii)Witnesses the growth of diverse system of thought including
Buddhism and Jainism.

viii) Besides kings there were oligarchy system gana,sangha e.g.
Vajji, Malla etc.

ix) Composition of Dharmasutras by Brahmans, which laid down norms

for rulers.
X) Any other relevant point.

Any four points to be explained.

Pg 29-
30




The British policy of annexation in Awadh:

1) In 1851 Governor General Lord Dalhousie described the kingdom of
Awadh as “a cherry that will drop into our mouth one day”. By 1856
the kingdom was formally annexed to the British Empire.

if) In 1801, the Subsidiary Alliance had been imposed on Awadh due to P 296-
which the Nawab of Awadh became dependent on the British and 299

could no longer assert control over the rebellious chiefs and talugdars.

iii) The British were interested in acquiring Awadh ,as its soil was good
for producing indigo and cotton, and the region was ideally located to
be developed into the principal market of Upper India.

iv) By the early 1850s, all the major areas of India had been conquered
and with the annexation of Awadh in 1856 the process of territorial
annexation was expected to be completed.

V) Lord Dalhousie’s annexations on the plea of misgovernance, created
disaffection among the people of Awadh, as Nawab Wajid Ali Shah
was widely loved by his people.

vi) When Nawab was dethroned and exiled to Calcutta the grief stricken
people wailed out the cry of agony in separation of Jan-i-Alam.

vii) The annexation led to the dissolution of the court and its culture.

viii) The musicians, dancers, poets, artisans, cooks, retainers,
administrative officials lost their livelihood.

iX) The talugdars were disarmed, their forts destroyed and their position
undermined.
X) An entire social order broke down.
xi) Any other relevant point.
To be assessed as a whole.

OR
Presentation of Rani Laxmibai as a heroic figure in art and architecture:

i) Heroic poems were written about the valour of the queen who, with a
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sword in one hand and the reins of her horse in the other, fought for
the freedom of her motherland.

i) Rani of Jhansi was represented as a masculine figure chasing the
enemy, slaying British soldiers and courageously fighting till her last
breath.

iii) Children in many parts of India grow up reading the lines of Smt
Subhadra Kumari Chauhan: “Khoob lari mardani woh to Jhansi wali
rani thi” (Like a man she fought, she was the Rani of Jhansi).

iv) In popular prints Rani Lakshmi Bai is usually portrayed in battle
armour, with a sword in hand and riding a horse — a symbol of the
determination to resist injustice and alien rule.

v) Films and posters have helped to create the image of Rani Lakshmi
Bai as a masculine warrior.

vi) Any other relevant point.

Any four points to be explained.

P 313

Historians have provided new insight into the subsistence strategies of
the Harappan culture with the help of archaeologists. Their finds tell
that:

i) The Harappans ate a wide range of plant and animal products,
including fish and fowl.

i) Archaeologists have been able to reconstruct dietary practices from
finds of charred grains and seeds. These are studied by Archaeo-botanists.

iii)  Grains found at Harappan sites include wheat, barley, lentil, chickpea,
millets,rice and sesame.

iv) Bones of cattle, sheep, goat, buffalo and pig were found by Archaeo-
zoologists who indicated that these animals were domesticated.

V) Bones of wild species such as boar, deer and gharial are also found.
But the Harappans hunted these animals themselves or obtained meat from
other hunting communities, is not known.

vi)  Any other relevant point.

P 2-3




Any four points to be explained.
OR
John Marshall’s contributions to Indian Archaeology:
i) John Marshall, the Director-General of ASI marked a major change in
Indian archaeology when he announced the discovery of Indus valley

civilization in 1924.

i1) He was the first professional archaeologist to work in India.

iii) He brought his experience of working in Greece and Crete to the field.

iv) He was interested in spectacular finds and patterns of everyday life.

v) Marshall tended to excavate along regular horizontal units, measured

uniformly throughout the mound. He ignored the stratigraphy of the site.

vi) He explained the possibilities of decline of Harappa in his book,
“Mohenjodaro and the Indus Civilization”.

vii)S.N. Roy noted in “The Story of Indian Archaeology”, “Marshall left P18,20,
India three thousand years older than he had found her”. 83
viii) He researched and studied and wrote volumes on Sanchi Stupa.
iX) Any other relevant point.
Any four points to be explained.
10

The Salt March of 1930 was the first event that brought
Mahatma Gandhi to world attention:

i) on 26 January 1930, Mahatma Gandhi announced to lead a march
to break one of the most unpopular laws in British India, which
gave the state a monopoly in the manufacture and sale of salt. P 355

i) It was Gandhiji’s tactical wisdom, as salt is used in every Indian 360

household yet people were forbidden from making salt even for

domestic use, compelling them to buy it from shops at a high

price.

i) By making salt law his target, Gandhiji mobilised a wider

discontent against British rule.

8




iv) Viceroy Lord Irwin failed to understand the significance of the salt
March.

V) On 12 March 1930, Gandbhiji started his march from Sabarmati and
reached Dandi three weeks later.

vi) By making a handful of salt he made himself criminal in the eyes
of the law.

vii) Gandhiji gave speeches at the villages en route wherein he called
upon local officials to leave government jobs and join the freedom
struggle.

viii)  He appealed for the abolition of untouchability and union of
Hindu, Muslims Parsis and Sikhs for Swaraj in real sense.

iX) Parallel salt marches were being conducted in other parts of the
country.

X) Across large parts of India, peasants breached the forest laws, in
towns factory workers went on strike, lawyers boycotted British
courts, students refused to attend government-run educational
institutions and many government officials resigned for the
nationalist cause.

Xi) The Colonial rulers reacted by detaining around 60,000 dissenters.

xii) The march was significant because it was widely covered by the
European and American press.

xiii) The American newsmagazine Time which was initially very sceptical
about the march reaching its destination saluted Gandhiji as a saint
and statesman who was using “Christian acts as a weapon against
men with Christian beliefs.”

Xiv) It was the first nationalist activity in which women participated in
large numbers.

xVv) The socialist activist Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay courted arrest by
breaking the salt or liquor laws.

xvi) It was the Salt March which forced upon the British the realisation
that their Raj would not last forever, and that they would have to
transfer some power to the Indians.

XVil) Any other relevant point.

To be assessed as a whole




OR

Many historians are sceptical of oral history of the partition of

India:

1) Oral History helps us grasp experiences and memories in detail and
enables historians to write richly textured, vivid accounts of what
happened to people during events such as Partition. It is impossible to
extract this kind of information from government documents as they
tell us little about the day-to-day experiences of those affected by the
government’s decision to divide the country.

ii) Oral data seem to lack concreteness.

iii) The chronology which historians look for may be imprecise.

Iv) The uniqueness of personal experience makes generalization difficult.

v) A large picture cannot be built from such micro-evidence, and one
Witness is no witness.

vi) The small individual experiences which remain in memory are
irrelevant to the unfolding of larger processes of history.

vii) Oral data on Partition are not automatically or easily available. They
have to be obtained through interviews that need to combine
empathy with tact.

viii) Sometimes the protagonists may not want to talk about intensely
personal experiences.

iX) There are problems of memory too. What people remember or forget
about an event when they are interviewed a few decades later will
depend in part on their experiences of the intervening years.

X)  The oral historian faces the challenging task of having to separate
the “actual” experiences of Partition from a web of “constructed”
memories.

xi)  Any other relevant point.

Any eight points to be explained.
Pg 400-

402
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Role of women in the Mughal agrarian society:

1) Women and men equally worked in the fields.

i) Men tilled and ploughed, while women sowed, weeded, threshed and
winnowed the harvest.

iii) Biases related to women’s biological functions existed. Menstruating
women were not allowed to touch the plough or the potter’s wheel in
western India, or enter the groves of betel-leaves (paan) in Bengal.

iv) Artisanal tasks as spinning yarn, sifting and kneading clay for pottery,
and embroidery depended on female labour.

v) The more commercialized the product, the greater the demand of
women’s labour to produce it.

vi) Women in agrarian society worked not only in the fields, but even
went to the houses of their employers or to the markets if necessary.

vii) Women were considered an important resource due to their child
bearing capacity in society dependent on labour.

viii) There was high mortality rate among women due to

malnutrition, frequent pregnancies, death during child birth resulting into
shortage of wives.

iX) This led to the emergence of new social customs like the payment of
bride-price rather than dowry in marriage.

X) Remarriage was considered legitimate both among divorced and
widowed women.

xi) The household was headed by a male and women were kept under
strict control by the male members.

xii)Women were severely punished on the suspicion of infidelity while

male infidelity was not always punished.

xiii) Documents from Western India — Rajasthan, Gujaratand Maharashtra,

record petitions sent by women to the village panchayat, seeking redress

and justice in cases of infidelity and neglect by their husbands.

xiv) The women petitioners to the panchayat, were generally referred to as
the mother, sister or wife of the male head of the household.

xv) Amongst the landed gentry, women had the right to inherit property.

xvi) Hindu and Muslims women including widows actively participated in

the rural land market as sellers of property/Zamindari.

Pg 206-
207
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xvii)one of the biggest and most famous Rajshahi zamindaris of eighteenth
century was headed by a woman .
Xviii) Any other relevant point.

Any eight points to be explained.

OR

Features of land revenue system of the Mughal Empire:

1) Revenue from the land was the economic mainstay of the Mughal
Empire.

i) Mughal state had an administrative apparatus to ensure control over
agricultural production, and to fix and collect revenue from its rapidly
expanding empire.

1ii) The office (daftar) of the diwan was responsible for supervising the
fiscal system of the empire.

iv) There were revenue collectors called the amil-guzar and record
keepers.

v) The Mughal state tried to first acquire specific information about the
extent of the agricultural lands in the empire and what these lands
produced before fixing the burden of taxes on people.

vi) The land revenue arrangements consisted of two stages — the Jama
and the Hasil

vii) The jama was the amount assessed and hasil, was the amount
collected.

viii) One third of the produce was collected as revenue by the state.

ix) Both cultivated and cultivable lands were measured in each province

and classified into categories of good, middling and bad.

x) The produce of all the categories of land were added and the third of
this represents the medium produce and one-third part of which was
exacted as the Royal dues.

xi) The amil-guzar or revenue collector, was ordered by Akbar that while

he should attempt to make cultivators to pay in cash but the option of

12




payment in kind was also to be kept open.
xii) They deviced ways to collect in kind like kankut,bataior bhaoli and
khet-batai.

xiii) The Mughal state encouraged peasants to cultivate jins-i kamil
(literally, perfect crops) such as cotton and sugarcane as they brought in
more revenue.

xiv) Any other relevant point.

To be assessed as a whole.

Pg-213-
215

12

Development of different ideas , sculptures and temples in Puranic
Hinduism during 600BCE-600CE :

I. The idea of a deity being a savior developed in Puranic
Hindusim.These included Vaishnavism, Shaivism and worship of
Goddess.

ii. Emphasis on the worship of a chosen deity and bond between the
devotee and the God was one of love and devotion or Bhakti.

Iii. Vaishnavism- cult developed around the 10 avatars or incarnations of
Vishnu.

iv. Vishnu assumed an incarnation to save the world whenever it was
threatened by evil forces.

v. Different avatars were popular in different parts of the country but
recognizing all of them as a form of Vishnu created a more unified
religious tradition.

vi. The deities were represented in sculptures. Shiva was generally
symbolized by the linga. The sculptures depicted complex set of ideas
about deities and their attributes through symbols as head dress,
weapons etc.

vii. The sculptures are best understood when one is familiar with stories
behind them.

viil. Puranas evolved through interaction amongst priests,
merchants and ordinary people. They were written in simple Sanskrit

Verse and were read aloud to everybody including woman and shudras

Pg-104-
107
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who did not have any access to Vedic learning.

iX. Around this time early temples with a small square room called
Garbhagirha having single door way were built e.g. Deogarh temple in
UP.

X. Gradually tall structure Shikhara was built over the central shrine.
Temple was decorated with sculptures. Later assembly halls,huge
walls,gateways and arrangement for supplying water were added to
them.

xi. Some of the early temples carved out of huge rocks as artificial caves.
xii. Later an entire temple (Kailashnatha) was carved out of a single piece
of rock.
Xiii. Any other relevant point.
To be assessed as a whole
OR

In order to understand Buddhist sculpture art historians had to

familiarize themselves with hagiographies of the Buddha because:

i. Many early sculptures did not show the Buddha in human form
instead his presence is shown through symbols. The interpretation
of these was possible only on knowing the hagiographies and
traditions.

ii. The Empty seat beneath a tree indicates meditation of the Buddha.

iii. The Stupa symbolizes mahaparinibbana.

iv. The wheel stood for Buddha’s first Sermon at Sarnath.

V. Such sculptures can not be understood in isolation for instance the
tree does not stand simply for a tree but symbolizes an event in the
life of the Buddha.

Vi. A sculpture in the gateway of Sanchi depict a rural scene with
thatched huts and trees which is a scene from a Vessantara
Jataka,which is a story of a generous prince who gave away
everything and went to the forest with his wife and children.

Vii. Sculpture of Shalabhanjika at Sanchi though not directly inspired

by Buddhist tradition requires knowledge of popular traditions
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which attributes her to be an auspicious symbol.
viii.  Sculptures of animals like elephants, horses, monkeys and cattles
on the stupas can be understood from various Jatakas stories.
iX. Some animals were used as symbols of human attributes for
instance elephants were depicted to signify strength and wisdom.
X. Motif of a woman surrounded by lotuses and elephants
sprinkling water on her has been identified by some as Gajalakshmi,
(the Goddess of good fortune)and by some as Maya(mother of
Buddha)
Xi. James Fergusson misunderstood Sanchi as a centre of tree and

Serpent worship due to lack of knowledge of hagiographies.

xii.  Any other relevant point.
Any eight points to be explained.
Pg 99-
103
13 13.1 The reasons for the introduction of separate Electorate system by 2+2+3
the Britishers are as follows :

Pg-416-
417

)] To create a political framework in which minorities could live in
harmony with others and the differences between communities
could be minimized.

i) Minorities would be well represented within the political system, if
their voices were heard and their views taken into account.

iii) Only separate electorate would ensure that minorities had a meaningful

voice in the governance of the country.

iii) It was seen by the nationalists as a measure deliberately introduced
by the British to divide people.

13.2 “ The British element is gone , but they have left the mischief
behind” :Sardar Patel Said so because

15




i) Separate electorate is not good for Indians.
il) Britishers adopted it for the division of the country.
iii) It will be a hindrance in creating a unified nation.

iv) Any other relevant point.

13.3 The plea of Sardar Patel for united India:
1) We Indians have to forget the past.and move ahead.
ii) Separate electorate is not good for anybody.
iii). Britishers did for their easy administration but we have to leave this
legacy.
OR

“ The real minorities are the masses of this country”:

13.1) Yes we can call N.G.ranga as a socialist because:

1) Ranga interpreted minority in economic terms.

i) He spoke about the protection and assurance of protection of the rights
of depressed, oppressed and suppressed masses of this country.

Iii) He spoke against the exploitation of ordinary villagers and tribals by
the money lenders and merchants.

iv) Any other relevant point.
Any two point.

13.2) In the objectives resolution Jawaharlal Nehru spoke about:

1) The fusion of the liberal ideas of democracy with the socialist idea of
economic justice.

i) He spoke about there-adaptation andre-working of the idea of
democracy and socialism within the Indian context.

iii) Nehru’s plea was for creative thinking about what wasappropriate for
India.
Thus N.G.Ranga’s plea was related with the objective resolution of
Nehru.
Any other relevant point.

13.3) The real minorities are the masses of this country :

Pg 413
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i) Minorities are the depressed, oppressed and suppressed masses.

i) The people who are not able to take advantage of the ordinary civil
rights.

iii) The tribal people whose lands are snatched away by the merchants and
the condition of tribals have become like bonded slaves.

Iv) The ordinary villagers exploited by the moneylenders,zamindars,
malguzars and various other people

v) People deprived of elementary education.

Any other relevant point.

P 413
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14.1. ‘Chandalas’were considered as the bottom of the social orders

because:

i) They handled corpses and dead animals.

i) Their touch and even seeing them was regarded as polluting.

iii) They lived outside the villages.

Iv) They used discarded utensils, wore clothes of the dead and ornaments

of iron.
v) Any other relevant point

Any two

14.2. Dittha Mangalika considered Matanga as inauspicious because:

i) Matanga was a son of Chandala who lived outside the city of Banaras.

ii) Chandalas were considered as untouchables. So when she saw him , she
exclaimed. “I have seen something inauspicious “and washed her eyes.

1ii) Any other relevant point

14.3. The feelings of Matanga as interpreted from this source are as
follows:
i) Matanga was angry on the reaction of Dittha Mangalika.
ii) He defied the social norms set for the Chandalas.
iii) When Matanga was beaten by angry hangers- on of Dittha
Mangalika,
he laid down at her door. This shows his feeling of protest against upper
castes who thought chandalas were inauspicious.
Iv) Matanga remained on fast for seven days this shows his determination
and strong belief against being treated wrongly.
v)  He believed that every human being is equal and can attempt to attain
knowledge irrespective of caste.
vi) Forgiving his son in the last shows his feelings of affection.
vi) Related views of students.

2+2+3
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15

15.1 Abul fazl described Akbar’s darbar :

1) A large drum was beaten accompanied by divine praise, whenever
Akbar held court.

ii) People of all classes receive notice.

iii) All attend to make the Kornish and remain standing in their proper

places.

iv) Learned men and skilful mechanics pay their respects and the officers

of justice presents their reports.

V) Skilful gladiators, wrestlers, Clever jugglers, funny tumblers and

singers from all countries hold themselves in readiness.
Assessed as a whole.
15.2 Social control in court society (Mughal) was exercised:

i) Through carefully defining in full detail the forms of address, courtesies

and speech which were acceptable in court.

if) The slightest infringement of etiquette was noticed and punished on the

spot.
Any other relevant point.
15.3 Participation of the members of the royal family:
i) King’s sons and grandchildren attended the court and made the Kornish.

i) They remained standing in their proper places and participated in the

darbar’s activities.

3+2+2

16

For visually impaired only in lieu of Q.No. 16
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16.1) Chauri Chaura
16.2 ) Agra,Fatehpursikri,Delhi,Lahore,
16.3) Harappa, Banawali, Kalibangan, Balakot, Rakhigarhi, Dholavira,
Nageshwar, Lothal, Mohenjodaro, Chanhudaro, Kot Diji (Any Three)

OR
Nagarjunakonda, Sanchi, Amaravati, Lumbini, Nasik, Bharhut, BodhGaya,
Shravasti, Ajanta. (Any Three)
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